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By Andre Sobocinski^ Historian, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery (BUMED) 





Militaiy Historian Forrest C. Pogue accepts award from Marine Historian Benis Frank in 1979 for 

excellence in oral history. 



Navy Medicine is a global healthcare network of 
63,000 Navy medical personnel around the world 
who provide high quality health care to more than 
one million eligible beneficiaries. Navy Medicine 
personnel deploy with Sailors and Marines 
worldwide, providing critical mission support 
aboard ship, in the air, under the sea and on the 
battlefield. 




Navy Medicine Social Media 

Oral histories are basic tools used to capture first-hand accounts and memories of particular 

events, time periods, as well as personal and career experiences. Follow us on Twitter 

J oin us on Facebook 

For the last thirty years. Bureau of Medicine (BUMED) 

has operated an active oral history program designed to 

..X nv>r 1. . , . n . lOl'^*^^ Read our publications 

document Navy Mediane s own stones for posterity. The ■ 

very existence of this program can be credited to longtime 

BUMED Historian, Jan K. Herman. f llClir ^^^^^^P^^^^ ^^^^^ 

On April 9, 2015, Herman was awarded the prestigious YnilinirT3 Watch our videos 
Forrest C. Pogue Award for excellence in oral history at 
the annual Mid- Atlantic Oral History Association Region 
(OHMAR) Conference in Camden, New J ersey. 

Navy Medicine Live Arclnives 

Named after World War 11 Army oral historian Forrest C. 
Pogue who helped pioneer the practice of capturing May 2015 (2) 
historical interviews "fresh off the battlefield", the award April 2015 (20) 

has been given by OMHAR annually since 1979 as a 

vf,- w , . ^ 1 . . . , March 2015 (21) 

lifetime achievement m the field of oral history. 

February 2015 (16) 



The very existence of this 
program can be credited to 
longtime BUMED Historian, 
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J an K. Herman. While serving as BUMED Historian from 1979 until his A/Vi n /V^V 

I — ^ January 20 15 (12) 

retirement in 2012, Herman established a robust oral 

history program for documenting the career experiences December 2014 (17) 

of Navy Medical personnel, both active duty and retired. The program began with an November 2014 (11) 

interview conducted with Wheeler Lipes, a former Independent Duty Corpsman who 

performed a lifesaving appendectomy aboard the submarine Seadragon in 1942. October 20 14 ( 15) 

September 2014 (20) 

"1 tracked him down and he agreed to be interviewed about his experiences," Herman 

recalled. "1 remember I used a cheap cassette recorder which I held up to the phone. It was ..^^^^}'.^^}^}}'^} 

iBal high tech." J uly 20 14 ( 13) 

June 20 14 (8) 

Herman would go on to befriend Lipes and, with many other interview subjects, develop 

bonds that would last a lifetime. May 20 14 ( 11) 

April 2014(9) 

"The lipes interview was certainly one of my favorites ■ W 

because it turned into a lifelong friendship," Herman [H^B^UB^^Hj^^^ March 2014 (14) 

related. "Inhislateryears we would talk every week or IH^^^^^^^^P^MBl February 2014 (7) 

so and 1 would always ask him if 1 could record it. I^^V ^ ""^^ti ' 

These conversations afforded ample opportunities to i^^^ "^^^^ ^'^S^l 

capture additional stories about life in the submarine J^l^ "^^1 il December 2013 (7) 

service and even tales about meeting luminaries like W [ . ^^l^AijBAl tvt i o^^^o VioV 

■ m^MP ^^BH November 20 13 ( 12) 

Albert Einstein." V "^i ^'''^I||^Bl~^^^9 

B ] / \. jf^^^^^^^t^^^^l 

Over the years, Herman sought out other medical ■ j ^^JB^R^^^^^H September 2013 (14) 

veterans, each with their own stories and each another ft ^^^^^H^^^^^l 

part of Navy Medicine's historical mosaic. HMj^^^^^^^^^^^l August 20 13 ( 13) 

In his 33 years as medical historian, Herman would Herman would go on to befriend T une 2013 (22) 

capture hundreds of first-hand accounts of medical Lipes and, with many other 

personnel who had been prisoners of war, received the interview subj ects, develop May 20 13 ( 15) 

Medal of Honor, and served in the very battles and bonds that would last a lifetime. April 2013 (14) 

events that have helped defined the U.S. Navy and 

Marine Corps— from Midway to Okinawa, the Chosin March 20 13 ( 14) 

Reservoir to KheSanh . " Febmary 2013 (14) 

Herman adapted many of these narratives into articles, books and films, including the six- January 2013 (12) 
part World War 11 documentary series. Navy Medicine at War . December 20 12 ( 11) 

™ . II- • a. T TT r 1 • • • 1 • AT Ayr T • Novembor 20 12 ( H) 

Tms award is bemg given to Jan Herman for his pioneering work m Navy Mediane 

education," said Dr. David Winkler, Naval Historical Foundation Historian and member of October 2012 (7) 

OMHAR . "For over thirty years Herman was able to use these interviews as teaching tools """""""" " " " " " " " V^vV " " 

oeptemDer zU iz (y j 

for understanding the past. " 

August 2012 (12) 

Herman admits the award is tremendous honor but as he joked, "I had always had my sights j uly 20 12 ( 13) 

set on a Nobel, but for an oral historian this is my Nobel and 1 feel honored to receive it." 

June 2012 (17) 

*** May 20 12 (22) 

For more on Navy Medical Oral Histories and the BUMED Oral History Project please click ..^^^^3^.^.}}^! 

on link below. March 20 12 ( 13) 

February 20 12 (14) 

http:/ / www.med.navy.mil/ bumed/ nmhistory/ Pages/ Oral- History.aspx 

January 20 12 (13) 

December 20 11 (13) 

November 2011 (20) 
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